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I. LISTENING                                                          Time: 10 minutes
For items 1–10 listen to a man talking about the sport of elephant polo and decide whether the statements 1–10 are TRUE according to the text you hear (A), or FALSE (B), or the information on the statement is NOT STATED in the text (C). You will hear the text twice.

1. Elephant polo is the fastest game in the world.
2. The length of the pitch and the width of the goals are the same as in football.
3. There are two people sitting astride an elephant in a game of elephant polo.
4. Using trunks during a game is prohibited to avoid suffocation of the animals.
5. The number of goals which a team might score depends on sheer luck.
6. Left-handed women can use both hands.
7. When a player misses the ball, the elephant lies down across the goal.
8. Elephants with attitude problems do not take part in polo games as it might be risky.
9. At half-time, players exchange their elephants and mahouts with the other team, which is an old tradition.
10. Indian elephants are preferred over African ones due to their large stature.

TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET
II.          READING                                                                     Time: 30 minutes 
Read the passage below and answer questions 1–15. 
ASSISTANTS TO THE STARS
It stands to reason that a city like Los Angeles, which is home to so many of the famous and the semi-famous, would have an Association of Celebrity Personal Assistants (ACPA). The organisation describes personal assistants as ‘multitasking’, as ‘possessing the most resourceful, creative, insightful, and results-driven abilities.’ 
When I first got in touch with Josef Csongei, the organisation’s president, he was initially reluctant to talk to me because I was a journalist. As he sees it, celebrity personal assistants have not always been treated fairly by the press. But despite this, and all the hard work and lack of appreciation that can come with this line of work, he explained, the jobs were still widely sought after. He noted that people regularly travelled great distances to attend a seminar titled ‘Becoming a Celebrity Personal Assistant’, run by the ACPA. To prove his point, he told me about Dean Johnson. In the coming weeks, I heard this story from a number of assistants, including Johnson himself, and every time it left me baffled. 
The story begins one night in September 1994, with Dean Johnson sitting at home in Columbia, South Carolina. Johnson is a single, 32-year-old business executive in charge of marketing and advertising at a sizeable company in the healthcare industry. It is 11 pm and he’s looking to unwind in front of the television after a long day’s work. A repeat of a talk show appears on the screen, and the host introduces her four guests: the celebrity personal assistants for Whoopi Goldberg, Roseanne Barr, Burt Reynolds and Carol Burnett. As these assistants talk about flying on private jets and attending Hollywood parties, Johnson reaches for a pen and starts taking notes. Without wasting another minute, he picks up the phone, calls  directory enquiries in Los Angeles, and asks for the home phone numbers of the four assistants on the show. 
Only one of them is listed: Ron Holder, who works for Whoopi Goldberg. Johnson dials his number, and a minute later Holder picks up the phone. ‘He said I was very lucky to get through,’ Johnson told me. ‘Apparently, in the three months since he had appeared on that talk show, he had received about 200 phone calls from people like me. He was in the process of disconnecting his phone, but he was nice enough to chat with me for a while.’ During their conversation, Holder told Johnson that he should consider attending the ‘Becoming a Celebrity Personal Assistant’ seminar in Los Angeles. 
For someone like Johnson, with almost no connections in the industry, the notion of moving out to Los Angeles to become a celebrity personal assistant, something he did two months later, was extremely courageous - there’s no denying that. The typical American story of the guy in the remote provinces who falls in love with the glamour of the silver screen, packs up all his possessions and moves out to Hollywood to become a star is almost a century old. But Johnson’s story offered a new twist: he moved out to Hollywood to become an assistant to a star.
 Of the thousands of people who work in Hollywood: agents, lawyers, stylists, publicists, business managers and others, many hope to rub shoulders with the biggest stars. What’s unique about celebrity personal assistants is that such proximity appears to be the only perk their profession offers. Most describe the bulk of their work as drudgery: doing laundry, fetching groceries, paying bills. Assistants typically make about $56,000 a year - hardly a fortune by Hollywood standards, especially given the round-the-clock obligations they often have. What’s more, the job is rarely a stepping stone to fame: celebrity personal assistants are, on average, aged about 38, right in the middle of their professional lives, and most of the ones I met described their line of work as a lifelong profession. For them, being an assistant was not the means to an end but an end in itself.

Task 1. Questions 1–7 
In boxes 1–7 on your answer sheet, circle: A (TRUE) if the statement agrees with the information given in the text; B (FALSE) if the statement contradicts the information given in the text or if there is no information given in the text.

1. Los Angeles is home to ACPA.
2. Celebrity personal assistants have always received wide publicity. 
3. Initially the author was puzzled by Dean Johnson’s case. 
4. Dean Johnson used to be a Hospital Chief Executive Officer. 
5. Ron Holder said Johnson was lucky to get his home phone number at directory enquiries. 
6. Thousands of people who live in Hollywood dream of rubbing hands with celebrities. 
7. The main part of the duties of celebrity personal assistants is rather tedious work.

Task 2. Questions 8–15
Choose option A, B, C or D which best fits according to the text. Circle the correct letter in boxes 8–15 on your answer sheet.
8. When the writer first contacted him, Josef Csongei was 
A. angry about something she had written. 
B. suspicious of her because of her profession. 
C. surprised that she was interested in his organisation.
D. pleased that she recognised the importance of assistants.

9. The phrase ‘to prove his point’ in the second paragraph refers to Csongei’s belief that celebrity assistants
A. enjoy travelling as part of the job. 
В. are not given the appreciation they deserve. 
C. do a job that many other people would like to do. 
D. need to do a course before they start looking for work.

10. At the beginning of the story about Dean Johnson, we learn that
A. he had turned on the television in order to relax. 
В. he was dissatisfied with the work he was doing. 
C. he had always wanted to work in the film industry. 
D. he often watched television programmes about celebrities. 

11. What was Dean’s immediate reaction to what he saw on the programme?
A. He wrote down the contact details of the four interviewees. 
В. He decided which of the four interviewees he wanted to talk to. 
C. He started making enquiries about how to find the people on the show. 
D. He read through his notes carefully before getting in touch with anyone.

 12. How did Ron Holder respond to Dean’s phone call? 
A. He refused to enter into a long conversation with Dean. 
В. He was angry that anyone had been able to get his number. 
C. He complained about being disturbed on his home number. 
D. He was willing to give Dean some advice and information. 

13. In the fifth paragraph, the writer suggests that Dean Johnson 
A. never achieved his aim of becoming a personal assistant. 
В. was brave to go and look for a new career in Los Angeles. 
C. really wanted to become a star rather than a personal assistant. 
D. lived to regret his decision to give up everything in his old life. 

14. What does the word ‘perk’ in the final paragraph mean? 
A. extra work required by a job 
В. something unexpected in a job 
C. a benefit of doing a particular job 
D. an unpleasant job that has to be done 

15. In the final paragraph, we learn that celebrity assistants
A. tend to see the job as their career goal. 
В. are relatively well paid for what they do. 
C. find the job gets too demanding as they get older. 
D. often move into other aspects of the film industry.


TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET
III. USE OF ENGLISH                                                         Time: 30 minutes
Task 1. Read this text. Choose the most suitable answer.
                                                           Language Extinction
Language death is nowadays a phenomenon with a much more frequent 1______ than the death of animals or plants species. Every two weeks, one language goes out of 2  _____. Although language extinction is a natural process, it raises controversial issues 3 _____ to society and culture.Linguists have defined a language as being dead the moment its last speaker passes 4______. What causes the extinction and final death of a language? Usually, a language has higher chances to die when people speaking it are assimilated by other cultures. In this case, the language dies slowly, by merging with the language of the assimilators. Or its death can be a more accelerated process when the speakers 5 ______ up their own language because they don’t find any benefit in using it. Many of the dying languages have no written records, so once they go, they will be lost forever. Of course, speaking one of these languages is not seen as an asset within the business or working environment today. But it can be an asset from cultural and even scientific points of  6 ______.
Preserving your own language is a proof of self-respect and of respect for your past.
Learn as many foreign languages as possible, but never forget your native language just because you can’t find any benefit in using it throughout your day-to-day life. And if you are one of the few speakers of a language, contribute to getting it out of the death threat. 7____ your knowledge with others who are interested in expanding their horizons by learning a foreign language.

1.  1) appearance     2) existence    3) occurrence    4) occasion
Ответ: _______________.
2.  1) world            2) use          3) mind         4) way
Ответ: _______________.
3.  1) concerned     2) dealing    3) regarding    4) related
Ответ: _______________.
4.  1) over              2) away         3) out        4) off
Ответ: _______________.
5.  1) change          2) break    3) end             4) give
Ответ: _______________.
6.  1) order           2) interest      3) view       4) opinion
Ответ: _______________.
7. 1) Share             2) Give            3) Pass              4) Convey
Ответ: ________

Task 2.1   Match up the halves of these words. 
	1  PE
1  BE
2  EXEC
1  RU
1  FAM
1  DI
2  BU
1  GR
1  MAR
1  SEVEN 
1  DES
	8  LED
6  ARY
5  TROYED
3 TEENTH
7  EAT
1  RIAGE
1  ILT
0  UTION
4  OUS
2  CAME
9  OPLE
	Look at the alphabet key and then put the letters in the correct places in the correct places in the text and they will spell out the name of the street where the Fire of London started.
Alphabet key 

11= D       12= n
13= P       14=G
15=N       16= U
17= L       18= I
19= A       20= D
21= E



Task 2.2  Now find where the words from task 2.1 go in the text about this legendary Londoner. The numbers on each half combine to make a new number between 11 and 21. 
Samuel Pepys was born in the   a)             seventeenth   (1+3=P)         century. He lived in London and wrote a b) ………………. every day. He wrote about life in London, his c) ……………, his friends, the English Civil War and the d) ……………………. of King Charles I. After the death of King, Oliver Cromwell e)…………………England until his own death. Pepys supported him, but then, like many others, he welcomed the King’s son back to England from Holland and he………………the new King Charles. Pepys also wrote about two very f) ……………………………. events in the life of London: the g) ……………………. Plague in 1665 which killed thousands of h) …………………… and the Fire of London one year later which started in a baker’s shop. It i) ……………………almost all of the city of London, including St Paul’s Cathedral. Sir Christopher Wren j) …………………a new cathedral in the same place. The name of the street is k)  __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __ __.
Task 3.  Complete the idioms below with a suitable colour. Choose from the box. (You will need to use some words more than once.)
	black       green      red      blue      grey      white         pink



1. You can argue with me until you're ______________in the face. 
2. After several weeks of discussions, the group was given the____________ light, and could finally go ahead with the new project. 
3. The news of their marriage came as a bolt from the ______________. 
4. She went as___________as a sheet when she heard about the accident.  
5. I'm sorry, James, I refuse to believe it unless you can show it to me in ______________and____________. 
6. I was ____________ with envy when my neighbor drove up on a brand new Jaguar. 
7. My mother has got ______________fingers. Everything she plants in the garden grows well. 
8. You shouldn't have had that last pint. You'll be seeing those___________________ elephants again. 
TRANSFER ALL YOUR ANSWERS TO YOUR ANSWER SHEET

IV. WRITING                                                                Time: 30 minutes 
A story
Here is the beginning of the story. Please, complete the story. Produce your own version.
	You should write 200 - 230 words.
It happened to me in the summer when I was visiting my grandmother in the country. I and my younger sister enjoyed nature and helped our granny. However, in the evenings we began to notice a strange noise from a nearby abandoned land, densely overgrown with bushes. It seemed that a huge and terrible beast was hiding there. Once...





